PREFACE TO VOLUME II
OWING to the untimely and deeply regrettable death
of my friend Mr John L. Rayner, who was seized
with a painful malady while engaged in compiling
the second volume of The Complete Newgate Calendar, the
Navarre Society asked me to undertake the completion of
the work which he had so ably tod conscientiously begun.
I accepted the task with some diffidence because I thought
that temperamentally I was more fitted for continuing my
studies of police procedure and the ways of modern criminals
in the strange and busy world that lies outside the ken of
most of us rather than in diligently delving in studious
quietude into chronicles of crimes of centuries ago. Now
that the work is finished I am not at all sorry, apart from the
regret one feels at the loss of an old friend and colleague,
that I was given this opportunity of comparing the old with
the new. I have relied on the same authorities that were at
Mr Rayner's disposal, and in selecting the cases for inclusion
in this work I have endeavoured to make them as diversified
as possible in order to show the infinite variety of methods
employed in the wide world of crime.
One fact that must impress itself on the reader of these
volumes is that in the old days crime was of a more vicious
and brutal character than it is at the present day, and so
were the punishments inflicted. Men and women and
children were hanged for offences which in these days would
be expiated by small fines or short terms of imprisonment.
Brutality breeds brutality. Our present more humanitarian
methods of dealing with offenders are reflected in the com-
forting decrease in all forms of serious crime although there
is a steady and continued increase in the population, Of
course there are other contributory causes, such as the im-
proved social conditions of the people and the provision of
more opportunities for sport and amusements and popular
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